The Irish Free State 
HE treaty giving to Ireland the dominion 
status of Canada seems to mark the happy 
end of almost 700 years of actual and threatened 
civil war between Great Britain and Ireland. In 
international relations, it removes the most seri- 
ous obstacle to good understanding between 
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{* HENRY W. NEVINSON, of the Man- 
i chester Guardian, reflected on the fact that 
the nations which four years ago were clamoring 
for blood and war were now clamoring for 
He referred to the retention in our “ex- Great Britain and the United States. 

‘clamored for While the Foreign Policy Association has kept 
Reviewing the free from partisanship, it has through its large 
luncheon conferences on this subject (at one of 
which Eamonn deValera and Sir Horace Plunk- 
ett met for the first time) thrown light on the 
issues involved. Moreover, through correspond- 
ence and contact with many influential British 
statesmen and publicists, the Association has in- 
sisted on the point made by Mr. McDonald, 
Chairman of the Executive Committee, before the 
Fight the Famine Council in London (Novem- 
ber, 1920), that only after a peaceful settle- 
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peace. 
cellent prisons 
peace just at the wrong time. 
futile laws enacted at the Hague Conference to 
control the use of submarines and balloons, etc., 
he emphasized that the next war would not be 
against men in uniform but against the men and 
women who in the great war had given their 
sons, — against the old, the middle-aged, the 
young, the children who will be victims to- 
gether of the next war, by millions. However, 
this Conference has certain advantages in that 
it has taught something of the appalling condi- 
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tions of Europe which make it absolutely essen- 
tial “if we are to maintain European civiliza- 
tion,” that the Treaty of Versailles should be 


ment of the Irish question, could public opinion 
in America be counted upon for full and frank 
codperation with Britain on questions affecting 
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entirely rewritten, — absolutely essential, too, their common interests and the peace of the 
that America should no longer isolate herself, world. 
“and your President with his idea of holding 

yearly conferences, appears to hold that view.” Concerning Pledges 
We should not despair, said he, for out of the ETTERS have been received from some of 
Conference there may grow among mankind a L 

sort of free masonry of civilized, honorable and 
intellectual peoples, pressing forward, perhaps 
not knowing to what we are going, but confident 
that we must remain courageous and noble- 
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What About It? 


our members assuring us that they are 
deeply interested in the F. P. A., but are “un- 
able to contribute at this time.” Undoubtedly 
there are others who are similarly situated who 
i caatell have not written. We call the attention of all 
, such members to the fact that pledges made at 
this time would help us to plan our work more 
intelligently. We would appreciate receiving 
as many pledges as possible before January 
lst to be paid at convenient periods during 
the first six months of 1922. 


A PLEDGE IN TIME SAVES A DEFICIT! 


Application for second class entry pending. 
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HE second of the F. P. A. dinner conferences 
for young men in the financial district on 
subjects relating to the economic conditions 
abroad was held at the Men’s City Club, De- 
cember 7th. Mr. John Foster Dulles and Mr. 


Paul Warburg led the discussion. 


Members, $2 
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«THE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE TO DATE” 


A Digest of the F. P. A. Luncheon-Discussion of December 3 
R. BRUCE BLIVE!., Managing Editor of the New York Globe, took for his text the questions 


most commonly asked about the Conference and declared that we were getting merely “half-open 
diplomacy”—less disastrous than the secrecy of the Paris negotiations because of the methods of the 
“trial balloon” or diplomacy of the newspapers, that is, some member of a delegation drops a hint as to 
possible action or claims. The newspapers report it as coming from “high official quarters,” displeas- 
ure or satisfaction are registered in the press by other delegations, and the original suggestion is then 
pushed further if favorably received, or if not, indignantly repudiated by the aforementioned delegate 
as a “ridiculous misinterpretation.” The difficulty about depending upon the newspapers is that some 
of the less canny reporters take the “trial balloon” too seriously and magnify differences of opinion. 
As to whether the delegates themselves were passionately interested in peace, Mr. Bliven was cynical, 
pointing out the tragedy of leaving the big constructive enterprises which demand imagination, mental 
daring, boldness, and vision to men who are “looking towards the sunset, tired and weary, and 
whose chief personal apprehension in many cases is lest they should be retired from power—which 
puts them in the position of seeking not to get the best they can for the sake of humanity. but to get 
as much as they can in the way of individual national preferments and advancement for their own 
countries in order that they may be retained in their positions.” China, he declared, cannot hope for 
more than a remediation of the more glaring evils, and the hope of continued future amelioration 
through the setting up of the necessary international machinery (if the de« isions of the Conference are 
to be carried out) and the great advantage of having China’s difficulties aired before the world. 


Japan Sees Success 
R. G. E. UYEHARA, Member of the Chamber of Deputies of Japan, sees in the Conference the 
beginning of a new world order. Open diplomacy, illustrated in the open sessions, is a revo- 
lution in the diplomatic world which, if extended to the committee action, would make the success of 
the Conference ten times greater than at present. 

The 5-5-3 naval ratio will help Japan financially directly by cutting naval expenditures, in- 
directly by leading to the great reduction of land armament and, most important of all, by bringing 
“in a few years the complete downfall of the political power of our military coterie.” 

Satisfactory progress in solving the Far-Eastern question is indicated by the acceptance by the 
Conference of the Chinese ten points and the four points of Mr. Root, and the direct negotiations over 


Shantung by the Chinese and Japanese representatives. The twenty-one Japanese demands, which 


are really only fourteen, are not “a very difficult matter to settle, if China does not strongly insist on 
the complete abrogation of those demands.” 
“leasehold of the South Manchurian railways, Dalny and Port Arthur.” 


plete unification of her whole territory and a strong central government” can she expect the abolition 
of the “Spheres of Influence.” 


Japan only insists obstinately on the continuance of a 
Only when China has “com- 


France Favors Disarmament 

ULIEN J. CHAMPENOIS, Director in the United States of the National Bureau of French Uni- 
versities, urged that because nations are swayed primarily by sentimental considerations, the hor- 
rors of modern warfare ought to be brought home to people everywhere. France is maintaining an 
army now slightly larger than before the war for the sole purpose of maintaining peace. The aver- 
age Frenchman is a pacifist. The continuance of a large army irritates him and is incompatible with 
his democratic tendencies and it will be reduced shortly. But until there can be certainty of the moral 
disarmament of Germany, which may require a generation or two, there can be no security for an 
unarmed France. The Washington Conference, “the small but great beginning of greater things,” 
ought to be “a permanent feature of our international life.” 


China Sees Failure 
P. WANG, Associate Editor of Shun Pao, Shanghai, feared that Secretary Hughes is being man- 
euvered into bartering China’s rights in Shantung for Japanese acceptance of the 5-5-3 naval 
ratio. All that China wants with regard to Shantung is an open hearing before the world. 
Her claim is nothing less than unconditional restoration of all economic rights. 
fidence in Japan’s words or promises; she distrusts her... . “Japan is already preparing to utilize 
the money to be saved on the naval expenditure to training a few more army battalions. 
at nothing but the conquest of Asia... . 


China has no con- 


She aims 
[his would mean war . . . and the United States could not 
remain neutral.” In Washington secret diplomacy really predominates, except at the open sessions 


where “we hear only flowery language and diplomatic phraseology.” The powers are not in fact 
respecting China’s political independence and territorial integrity. China has not accepted the inter- 
national consortium. “We are tired of friendly expressions,” he declared. “We are making our last 
attempt at Washington to persuade the imperialistic nations not to humiliate us any longer. Japan’s 
aggression has been an impetus to Chinese patriotism. As long as the last Chinese people live, Japan 
will never have a chance to subdue us. The whole nation is aroused, and in a few days news will 
come from China denouncing the Conference as a betrayer of the greatest Republic on the continent 
of Asia.” [N. B.—Newspaper reports have since announced the resignation of four advisers to the 


Chinese delegation, as a protest against direct negotiations over Shantung, and the “general futility” of 
the conference.—Ed. ] 
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